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LET US HAVE A REAL NAVY OR
NONE AT ALL

In its naval preparedness pro-

gram the Administration ignores
the war's one distinct lesson. It is

that either one belligerent navy
must be superior to another's or it
is, for war purposes, no navy at all.

Weak armies may continue for a
long time unequal stnigfiles with
strong armies. Armies without ade-

quate artillery can dig thcmselvps
into trenches for some sort of re-

sistance against numerous and
heavy guns. Even armies without
EiifTicient or suitable immunttion
can take care of themselves after a
fashion until they arc su plied with
what they need. Then they can
come back; they can turn the tables
on the enemy. All this wc have
seen not only in France and in
Flanders, but in Russia. Wc 'ook
to see it again in the Balkans.

But in sea battle the ship's iirst
chance is, if it is overmatched, the
ship's Inst chance. So it is with
squadrons and fleets. So it is with
whole navies. The fight is over in a
few minutes, with the lesser
power sunk to the ocean's bottom
and its crews exterminated, with the
greater sea power scaicely scratch-
ed, its crews enduring not much
more danger or hardship than at
peaceful target practice.

Now what is a superior navy ? It
ir, the navy whose units, ship for
ship, can steam faster, throw more
metal and throw it further than the
enemy can.

If a ship is inferior in speed to
the enemy's weaker slr'p it can
never catch the other to beat it. If
a ship is inferior in speed to the
oneiny's stronger ship, it can never
escape.

If a ship can't shoot as far as the
enemy's ship it will be blown out of
the water by that enemy's ship be-

fore it can close in to (,ct the range
of the other.

If a ship can both s'cam as fast
and shoot as far as the onem's it
still will be put out of iHion in brief
order by the other when the enemy
throws more and heavier metal in a
given number of minuter.

Every naval action of .his war has
been settled on those principles,
which are as absolute as the law of
gravit has been sett'ed in a jifly
and with the overwholming defeat
of the squadron" and fleels
deficient in speed, ran;e and weight
of metal, and with 'he massacre of
thpir men.

And by the immutable law of
those principles the Austro-Gcrnia- n

naies today do not exist as fight-

ing power on any open water of the
glohe, do not exist, in fact, as any-
thing except helpless machinery
which must hide within the shelter
of harbors guarded from the enemy's
fleet bv mines and by forts.

But if Germany's navy is a fragile
tov to be smashed by Great Britain's
sea power in a few minutes of gun-
play if ever they get together, so is
our navy now. so would be the navy
which the Administration plans a
l'l;e toy to the German battle fleet.

Here is both the meaning of the
Dewey board's demand for a navy
equal to the best and the fatal flaw
in the Administration's naval plan.

If we are not going to have a navy
that can sail out and fight and beat
an enemy, then we might as well
liae no navy. If we are not "roing
to have a navy that we need not
lock up for safekeeping behind the
guns of harbor fortresses, then we
might as well save the money.

And as for the Dewey board's de-

mand for a navy equal to the best,
we do not take it that this refers
to Great Britain. With our

seaboards on the Atlantic,
the Pacific, and the Gulf, we could
never hope to build and maintain
the countless warships needed to
give them such protection as the
British navy gives to the compact
United Kingdom. Aside from so
many mutual interests and senti-
ments which arc a natural guarantee
of peace with Great Britain, there is,
moi cover, Canada, along our north-
ern border, to serve as a constant
hostage against war from the United
Kingdom.

But there are no such considera-- t
ons in respect of Germany. There

are non? in respect of Japan. There
rrp none in respect of other great
powers with which we may become
embroiled through no fault of ours,
but none the less desperately.

Against any of these we shall
never need a navy so vast that it
could police safely, merely as a home
guard, our many thousand miles of
coast. All that we shall need will
be a navy which, steaming faster,
shooting further and throwing more
metal, can meet the enemy hun-
dreds of leagues out at sea, sink his
ships where wc catch them, end his
tunul power then and there, and,

'c ?

following that, drive his commerce
off the 'Seven Seas exactly as thb
British have done with Germany.
That is all wc need, but it is the very
least that we should have.

Either we want a navy for exactly
that sort of life and death work, if
or whenever wo must face it, or we
don't want any navy at all. Wo
don't need n navy merely to beat up
Mexico or Haiti or some other half-civiliz- ed

patch on the Western
Hemisphere. Wc need and must have,
and, if not from the Democratic
control of our Government, then
from some other, we shall have a
navy that can hold us safe from
wanton attack this paper will not
mince the word by Germany.

"NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS"

Washington as a national bureau
of information is described in a cur-
rent issue of the Survey Magazine.
Many of the facts described therein,
concerning the valuable information
to be had for the asking, or for the
payment of a nominal sum, through
the Agricultural or Interior Depart-
ments, through the Bureau of Edu-

cation, the Children's Bureau, and
through other departments and
bureaus, are familiar to those who
live in Washington. But they need
to be given all possible publicity be-

yond Washington's borders.
One phase of the situation should

be impressed more fully upon na-

tional organizations whose mamob-jec- t
is the spreading of propaganda,

or the dissemination of .nformation.
That is, that Washington, by virtuo
of gaining this reputation as a na-

tional question bureau, has drawn to
itself some of the foremost organ-
izations of an informative character
in this country.

Here are the headquarters of
such influential bodies as the Na-

tional Geographic Society, he
American Civic Association, the
Carnegie Institution, the Volta
Bureau, the American Institute of
Architects, the American Peace So-

ciety, the Chamber of Commerce of
the United States, and many other
similar bodies. Washington is
being recognized as the appropriate
place for a "national headquarters,"
and the civic and trade organiza-
tions of Washington do well to em-

phasize this point.

MORE PAY FOR tyARINE BAND

The United States Marine Band is
an institution in Washington. Its
fame has spread beyond the borders
of this country, and is known
throughout America, for few visit-

ors to the National Capital fail to
attend its summer concerts in the
open air, or its winter concerts at
the Marine Barracks.

Increase of pay for the members
of this band is necessary if it is to
maintain its high musical standards.
In his annual report Maj. Gen.
George Barnctt, commandant of the
Marine Corps, tells why. Formerly
the band's members were permitted
to supplement their meager Govern-
ment pay by playing at private func-

tions. But the unions have protest
ed successfully against this prac-

tice, and now it is hard to get mu-

sicians of merit to enlist in the orr
ganization.

The fact that the band is made up
of enlisted men has given it an ad-

vantage in the rendition of the sort
of music other bands seldom at-

tempt. Rehearsals may be had daily,
while members of private bands
must be paid for rehearsals, and the
rehearsals, accordingly, are not so
frequent. Out of the Marine Band
have come such musicians as Sousa,
I'ryor, Herbert, and others of note.
Congress will cam the gratitude of
Washington, as well as of the nation,
by doing its share in helping the
band to maintain its best traditions.

THE MOTOR INDUSTRY MARVEL

Ever now and then somebody
with a working memory turns up
to remind the country of the
wonders of progress; o compare
yesterday with today, last year with
this year; to suggest, no matter
how modestly, that it requires a
good deal of imagination to glimpse
the possibilities of a decade hence.
All the while, the man who is a
bull on his country and on twentieth-

-century progress is commonlj
viewed as a dangerous speculator.

A leaf from the history of the
automobile industry, plucked from
the memory volume of a New York
business man, will point this moral.
A few years ago the head of the
General Motors Company announced
that he planned to produce f0,010
automobiles in the succeeding year,
which was 1909. He had the farili-tio- s

to do it; and the announcement
of such a huge production affright-
ed most of the makers f cars, who
wore sure theic would hi an unsold
surplus. They calculated that if one
concern turned out 50,000 cars there
would be no use for others doing any
business at all.

These fearful competitors went so
far as to call a conference in the
effort to reach an agreement to re-

strict production. The. conference
developed that pretty nearly every-
body was planning a large increase
in production; the total figured
about 150,000; and Ihe scare in-

creased.
The General Motors man oalj
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laughed. He told theni that hey
wouldn't have enough ars to go
around, and added that "in' ten
years the country will be taking a
million cars a year."

Then everybody know he, was
wild.

He wasn't wild; but his facts wero
on askew. He promised that the
country would, by 1013, take a ulil-lio- n

cars in a year. He underesti-

mated the development of the busi
ness. Tne country win iurii out u
million cars in 1916, nnd present in-

dications In the business are that
they will all be sold.

The man who was the country's
most enthusiastic bull on the motor
industry underestimated hopelessly.
The same Is true of about every-
thing in this country. A few years
ago it was positively announced on
the best authority that the limit of
wheat production had been reached.
It has doubled, approximately, since
that time, yet the capacity to con-

sume is such that prices arc higher.
Go the rounds of industry and It

seems to be the rule lhat business
increases, not in the i.rithmctical
ratio of population, but in some-
thing like a geometric ratio. There
is a rule, not yet developed and
demonstrated by any scientist of
economics, that governs this de-

velopment. It ought to be worked
out by some present day Adam
Smith. It might enable people
without imaginations to apply plain
mathematics and get a conception of
the rate at which the world is going
forward.

PAN-AMERIC- SCIENTISTS

Not long ago there sat in Wash-
ington a congress of the fiscal ex-

perts of the Western Hemisphere,
called together to consider problems
peculiar to the New World, though
arising out of Old World conditions.
That gathering directed thought to
a new interdependence of the Amer-
icas among themselves, as well as
to a new set of circumstances dif-

ferentiating them from the older
continents.

The idea that the nations of the
Western Hemisphere have many
things peculiarly in common, and at
the same time are sharply to be dis-

tinguished in interest and institu-
tions from the European system, has
been getting firmly established in
recent time. There was a long pe-

riod when, despite the obvious sim-

ilarities among all these new nations
engaged in the same democratic ex-

periment, their very newness com-
pelled them to rely on Europe for
the means necessary to development.
Europe was the storehouse of sur-
plus capital. The New World need-
ed, and could only get it there.

So there developed an economic
dependence in place of a political
one; ana pronaoiy every country in
Europe that had lost colonics in the
New World found at length that it
was better off as the economic
guardian than it had previously been
as the political. Thus America was
tied by a new and more subtle bond
to the destinies of the mother con-

tinent. Inevitably, the commercial
intimacy was accompanied by a
steady development of intellectual
and social relationships which, be
cause they were not marred by po-

litical differences, became the more
binding.

Europe's war rudely interfered
with these long-establish- relation-
ships. The Americas were thrown
as never before on their own re-

sources of both neighborship and
finance. The lesser countries have
been driven to the United States for
necessaries formerly obtained from
Europe; for credit, cash, and goods.
Now, in the Pan-Americ- Scientific
Congress, is seen the next evolution
of this new intimacy; its projection
into the intellectual and scientific
field, where doubtless it will be
found to produce even more definite,
sympathetic, and lasting intimacies.
In this regard the scientific gather-in- f

that opens today with delega-
tions from a score and more of
American nations, takes on an im-

portance certainly not second to
that of any Pan-Americ- event of
the past.

We have yet to see 'i better exam-
ple of the irony of it than in the
case of the English mnkecper to
whom has boon awarded .$100 and a
Humane Society medal for rescving
seven persons from drowning. All
of them were of German origin, reg-

istered aliens. And then to think of
the millions of British soldiers who
arc paid to sec how many Germans
they can kill!

The public, heartily tired of the
squabblings and bickpihigs of the
past two years, will enthusiasticallj
welcome peace in the baseball worhl.
Next spring "Play ball!" will be

sounded in all its old glory unmarred
by the discords that hiio intruded
on the game in the last two years.
For which all will give deep thanks.

In his speech at the opening of
the reichstag, President Kaempf
said the Germans have 'held all the
territory they have conquered."
Conquered, Hcrr Kaempf, is an
ugly worcl. particularly so on ac-

count of the German claim they are
defending themselves and only oc-

cupying such territory as prove
strategically necessary.

postofficelaws

foiling swindlers

Enforcement of .Regulations Are

Giving More Protection

Against False Advertisers.

Strict enforcement of the law Is hav-

ing a deterrent effect upon mnnv pro-

moters who have hitherto rolled upon
schemes to defraud throueh the malls,
according to the annual rortort of So-

licited W. H. I.amar. of the Postoftlce
Department.

The solicitor says. "A direct service
of genuine heneflt to the public has been
rendered In eliminating to a largo de-gi-

tho olemoyts of fraud In the con-
duct of business In which tho mulls
arc used. This icsull has been obtained
In two ways: Kirst. by a continuance of
the vigilant and ngRrc.ssl.'e campaign
bar the mulls to mall order swindlers
ond fraudulent promoters which was
decided upon 'at the outset of this Ad-

ministration: and, second, by
with associations of publishers and

advertisers, which has resulted In an
unprecedented raising of advertising
standards throughout the country.
There Is no doubt that very largely
through the efforts o fthls office u
strong public sentiment has been de- -

eloped in faVor of honest advertising
which Is shared alike by legitimate
business and by members of the general
public."

Schemes Less Flagrant.
"Stilrt enforcement of the fraud or-

der law is having Its effect," the So-

licitor continues, "and schemes now
brought to the attention of the otflit
are not so flagrantly fraudulent as
those presented during the preceding
years of the Admlnl&ttatlon.

"Another and very sti Iking effect of
the policy of this Administration wiili
respect to fraudulent operatic s
through tho malls Is that tho lcadl .r
organizations of advertising men nnd
newspaper proprietors throughout
the country have inaugurated and
arc now actively earning out plans
to 'clean up' all false and fraudulentadvertising. It Is btrorgly utged by
those behind this movement that Mo
public will have more faith In adver-
tising matter generally and that
will patronize the advertising c

to a greater extent when
aie Uniformly honest,

and that the standing of the news-papers themselves will soon be ratedby the cbaractei of the advertise
mentH they tarry Many newspapeis
and magarlnes now make it a nil-t- o

accept none but ahholutely clem
and tiue advertisements, and somepapers even go so far as to gunrantci
the truth of the repi onentatlon.s con-
tained In their advertisements and to
offer to reimburse anyone defrauded
b having placed reliance upon them

In New Guisc-j- .

The lottery however, thrives still in
new guises. "These" the repoit ex-
plain'), "are of sin li Inllnlle rl"t
that their description would bo in end-
less task. They range from the simple
raffle for small sunn to the most stu-
pendous entterpnses Involving bundled"
of thousands ol dollars earh, and. sisld'
from the lotterv featiiie. many of then
abound in frand Included among the
latter are bond Investment
sehemes. g plans endles-

s-chain enterprises, and ulliei gelling
propositions of gioat magnitude one
recent btock-sen- g .scheme Involved the
raising of Jin.OflO.nno ind piovlded for
the distribution of jroo.ooo in prize In
anntjter the first grand prize was al-
leged to amount to JI'1 InO "

Tho sollrltor call attention to the fun
that tho law prohibits the mailing f
dunning postcards Tho tlnic-linpnre- d In-

stitution, the posttard dun, still thiives

HOSIERY INDUSTRY

I GOOD AS SILK

Despite War Production in Unit-

ed States Is Still in Excel-

lent Shape.

'the ho.Meiv iuduMiy of this eoun- -

ti is 'In a t Tettj inmid and healthy
condition sas a special npoil i.'

stud h ihe Dipattmcnt of Commerce
t'ida on the growth of the industr
befori and slni e the "iithrcik of tho
w a i

The lepnit ia.s since the war stall-
ed thtie has Incn a gt-- al iniieac in
lite h.)sl"v ptoduc lion within the
I'n toil State and befoie the war
there bad been a ttcady bettcimont

This nation ukes to wear seamless
hm.lei. an' inline to the Investiga-
tion cf the deprii tnient's bureau of
fori Ign und riiiinc.it ic commerce.

' No leis tl'un ! por cent of the
I,, leiv uianufuctuiort hero is seam-
less." ihe npoit savs "Uovv cost of
iiriiiuf.ieiure is tho main leason for
its pnsitiin in Ihe market"

The itudj Just completed b the
included sev ont -- three

establishments. located in sixteen
Sti.tes Of these mills fifty-fiv- e

earned inunufactui ing profits nnd
eighteen had losses

That Vneiicuns .iio bu inp .it honit
Is indk'iled b.v Ilgiuos Mowims that
since 190;) ho. Iciy Imports have fallen
off mme thun "0 pel cent

The iepoi-- ftntoT that thou- - are iei-tai- n

trudo abuse- - common to the vvhol"
clothing Industry, whlili have the i

effect on the nmnufai tine ind sale o
hosiery. These evils are cancellations
returns, and allowances estia dating,
nnd special discounts. Tliov have been
pievalent for yrnis, and as tune soi".
on tliev ore increasing nitlioi than
diminishing Ml hosiery innnufm turcrr.
complain of the practices, but th v
have nevei taken anj positive steps to
eliminate them, the report stnto

Mysterious Man Hunt
For Local Boy Scouts

liov .'cnuts of Washington vv IP iv,ige
i'i n "man hunt" on New Ye:u Dav. and
. Hch little trooper h.is boon ordered to
"bo ptepared with rope "

l'rom the orders sent out from lietd-quarto-

tho whole affali seems to ne
hhro'idcd in m.vstorv. nnd few dcldlU
iisvc boon announced.

livery scout In the citv has boon i
to report nl the toi minus of the

Ninth ntreet car line, Takoma Park, at
S R. m . and be prepared to stay with
the khaki clad posse until 6 n. m The
man hunt will stt't "when the end of
the trail Is rent lied," and the scouts'
qu.'irv is supposed to crr n letter of
grout Inunrtanco to them Af'n the
tnrturo. should the scoutr bo fortuui'e
enough to effect one cninp''e Uill lie
hcl't and Iho litl'e tio'per.s i ill b.
questioned aa to thcli ob;eivatlon uluiw
the trail.

Kaiser Wins Overland
Route to Place, in Sun
But Seas Remain Shut to Austro-Germau- s, While Eco-

nomic Distress andVood Scarcity Are Exerting
Pronounced Pressure--Maso- n'' Reviews

Year in War.

By J. W. T
NBW YOnK, Dec. has

won tho overland,, pathway to her place
In' tho sun, ris the close of the fighting
of 1915 merges Into the secoud winter of
the European war. But the seas still
remain shut to the Austro-Uerman- s,

and cdonomlc distress and food scarcity
arc exerting a more pronounced pres
sure for peace In the central empires
than among tho other belligerent na-

tions.
Tho nrlmnrv cause, of the war has

been lost this car to both of the orig
inal participants. The conllict negan
over the Irreconcilable Balkan differ-
ences of Russia and Austria-Hungar- y.

Kach power wanted to be supreme In

southeastern Kurope. The end of the
iiiri,n I,, itii- -, nnds Russia held In

check beypnd tho Balkan border, while
Austria-Hungar- y Is playing a. minor
military part In Serbia under the direc-

tion of Marshal von Mackcnsen and the
(Jerman general Bluff. German Influ-

ences arc now dominant In the Balkans.
The Kaiser has wrested the first prize
of the war from tho Slavs themselves,
and from his own southern ally as well.

From Berlin to Bagdad.
Rulgarla's entrance Into the conflict

on the side of the Germans haa been
the j car's most Important development.
The military consequences which have
followed Bulgaria's action have given to
the Germans a clear road from Berlin
to Bagdad. The Mcsopotamtan metrop-

olis has long been marked by German
statesmen to become the Berlin of the
middle east and the center of Ger- -

.........' lnf In tin. sunlllilll.v n iim,i; - . . , I

The year's events Having upciivu i

Germany the rear entrance Into Bag-- 1

dad the Kaiser must continue to fight
to the point of exhaustion for perma
nent possession oi inis preciuus "" "'
wa. The British licet can prevent Ger-
many from expanding overseas, but It
cannot block the road to the new ftn-pl- re

In tho cast This is tho dominant
reason for Germany's Interest In Bag- -

An Anglo-India- n expedition, after
twelve months' toll northward through
Mesopotamia from the Persian gulf, is
now trying to enter Bagdad by the
front door But the Turks under Ger-
man leadership have thrust the invaders
!.,. mii.. tn. the nnnth oh.. Bacdad.nun ij iiiii-.- . ..- - .

nnd the city at the close of the year
remains safe for the Germans. rever-tholes- s.

during the J car's fighting the
British have captured the Garden or
Kdon and other terrltoiy between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, grtatlv dc-sli-

In German If the German
dieani of a Germanic empire In the
middle east Is to coma true, the district
between Bagdad and the Garden of
Kden. 250 miles to the south, must
either bo won o.v a new military offen-

sive, or purchased In the peace confer-
ence after the war.

Balkan Odds Favor Germans.
The milltarv developments of the ear

make It certain that the Russian bear
will not be able to take his drink of
warm vvatet at the Persian kulf. and
little less than a miracle must now hap-

pen to give the (. zai Constantinople for
an outlet to the unfrozen seaa. The
British effort to enter Constantinople by
way of the Gallipoll peninsula has fail-

ed dining tho yrai. nnd Great Britain
Is now reluctant to undertake a second
costlv experiment In southeastern Ku-

rope for Russia's sake The ease with
which the Austro-Gcrma- ns and Bulga-
rians have been able to overrun Serbia
apparentlv has boon due to Great Brit-

ain's dlfinclination to risk wasting her
strength in a major Balkan offensive.
The odds all favor tho Germanic allies
In tho Balkans because of their unim-
peded lines of communication

PrlliFh Inteieyt in the Balkan earn
paiern Is primal lly due to Its bearing
on the senility of Vteypt. I.oid Kitch-
ener's v sit - the Levant during th-lat- ter

pa t of the year and his qulc
return, seem to have created n belief
In I ondnn that I'g.v pt is not in any
Immediate jeoraidv Tin British now
apparently ;iave concluded that Kcvpt
ran he bc'tto di fended alonf,' the Hues
Cnnal than in the Bjlkins. Tho

of communication, which the
ficiniuns oosi-cs- s in the Balkans,
would pass to the Brit Mi if the Ger-- n

ans and rmis were to attempt an
nffem.ie hv ro'sinc Hie de-'or- l to
thr east of Su, z.

Czar Presses I'n eland.
,hp itiinlnns hovevei. nrt uicrentlv

P' sins Grest Britain to pursue the
T.nrafi ranin ilcn Othc.wise. the
Cr.ui will pi.ibiblv bs the wars piin-cipi- il

loser. Ilir own tmop-- , waiting.
n.s the veai enl-- , to invan-- - ltuigati.i
b wa.v of Koumania. can hardly
pi ive equal tn the task, unassisted
Ihe Anstni-'Joimnn- Rule n ihiis, hivi
Ti.iks have 'ert-iinl- "O'l.OOO men
available foi Balkan opeiatimis and
I'll force might possibly be increased
In a mtllimi I 'llfl liesl il ill R til V HifftM
eni-r- s of opinion have arifcn anions
tin allies (luiinK me var m
diveir.ent IUII an milliard policies
The .onfllcilr inteieMs have not
necn leconentii m u tail a.s ine yea.-end-

Iluss-ii- i .s defitit on hoi own soil bv
the cimibii I'd Xustro-Hunitaru- in and
Gil man uffrnHiv c this summer was
nut soff iclentlv tli clhive to cause th
f' , In gun f 11 u u.iinialp nnnee
'iinnri Dul.e Nicholas saved the groat- -
el pan or nis armies, ana anuougn ne
w.wt lcmoved from his command be-ca- .i

ie of tho loss of GtiHein and the
Vistula dofen.-- , s, lie prevented the
ivaisei finni onmpolMng tho Czar to
mnerdei The Russian military fall-i- n

v was followed bv the suppression
of tin- - dunni. the ponutat legislative
body, and the council nf the empire,
ihe biiii-iuetr.l- lc, legislative house.
The Czai Is now tfovoininc bv flat ns
a complete autocrat, neither
on the people thimt-elve- s n r on tho
l)M oaiicl u v

The vear has seen no chance of Im-p- oi

lance nluiig tho western battlo-- f
i ont The French in Cliampatcno, and

tho Kiencli and Biitisli In rtnls at-
tempted to develop a .simultaneous
innjoi offenslvi tho last week

MASON.
In Scptembci, but without success.
'Ihe Germans lost a Jew miles of
trenches, but they wero able to check
Hit! enqmy belore the driven threat-
ened to compel a general letlrement
toward the German frontier. Tho
result of the costly experiment
showed that the German trenches nro
not linprcfrnabte, but also revealed
the fuct that the Anglo-Kionc- h gen-
eral r.toffs have not solved the prob-
lem of following up one successful
attack; bv another In the, face of Ger- -
iiiiiii n ft I tlnt'l.

Italy's entrnnco Into the war this
year has had disappointing results for
Great -- Britain, Russia, and France. Tho
Italians, after seven months' fighting,
have not gained as much territory as
Austria offered to cede last spring In
exchange for Italy's benevolent neutral-
ity. The principal factor working
against Italfan success has been the
superiority which trench warfare glvca
to an army on the defensive. Tho
Roman government Is now facing serl-ou- b

though subdued criticism at home.
As tho year ends, there arc reports that
pressure Is being exerted In favor of
the return to power of the veteran

Giollttl. Italy has
signed an agreement with the other
members of tho quadruple entente not
to make a separate peace, but If Slgnor
Giollttl were to be made prime min-
ister, he would undoubtedly use his in-

fluence for peace at the earliest mo-
ment.

Financial Situation Serious.
The financial situation among all the

belligerents has steadily grown moro
and more serious as the expenses of
tho conflict during the year have cease-
lessly mounted. The total dally cost of
the war Is now about J85.000.000. two-thir-

of which Is being paid by tho
quadruple entente, and onc-thlr- d by
Germany and her allies The British,
who have been most lavish in theirpayments, have also been the most sin-
cere In facing the critical monetary
problems of the war. Great Britain
alone among the belligerents has begun
to shoulder the financial burden of the
conflict by accepting large war taxes.
Klsewhere the war Is prolonged almost
exclusively on borrowed mone It Is
probable that the exhaustion of golden
bullets, and the accompanying danger
of economic disaster will he the prin-
cipal determining factors in bringing
the war to an end.

The food situation In Germany and
Austria-Hungar- y has become more seri-
ous this year than last but has notgrown sufficiently hazardous to compel
the AtiBtro-German- s to acctnt peace.
It Is a contributing cause, nevertheless,
to the persistent desire for peace which
Is more apparent In Germany as the
J ear closes than anywhere else.

A nation which will consent to live on
half rations Indefinitely If it is fighting
a defensive war, may refuse a long cur-
tailment of food If the government hasoffensive purposes In view

As this year's fighting diew to an end.Dr. von Betiimann-Holwe- the Ger-man chancellor, declared in the rcachs-ta- g

that Germany was fighting a de-
fensive war to prevent herself beingcrushed by tho allies But. last August.Dr. Helfforlch. the German minister offinance announced also in the rcachs-ta- g.

that Germany's war expenses
would be paid by an Indemnity collectedfrom tho enemy. The year is closingwithout any disavowal from Berlin ofDr. Ilclfferich's intimation of conquest

WHAT'S ON PROGRAM

IN CAPITAL TODAY

Today.
Concfrf nlttd Stales Marine Rand Orchoj-tr- a.Marine lJarraiU. : 30 p m.

S.i.n.V y mzrn8 Association, 1005
Mrert northwest, S ji mt'cionil scientific Concreej.Pan-- incrlcan Union. 10 a in.neeiing Lincoln Woman's Itellef OirPS.usual place. 7:30 n. m.

Ma.onlc-tSra- ml Indite, fit John's dav com-munication election of officer, board fdirectors of Masonic and Kastem Starllonir reniple No. 13. Eastern Star.ll.lll IV! AH. I'nUn VA ...
So. X. election. Esther ne-- !bekah Ixjdse, No u

i Knlshta of P.v Ihlas-Ueca- tur, No . rIn.J ine No 11, election
I.oval rcamim-Natio- nal Council Christ-

ina tree celebration
National I nlon-Sc- ott Council Federal Coun-

cil, Northeast Council
Meetlns, art of Twentieth OnfnvClub at home of Mrs. Ward 1761 t oluni-bi- d

road. 3 p. ni.

Amusements.
National btl. S p ni.
Ilrlat-c- The Hawk 8 :n p ni
roll's-- "! nder Cover. : r, and s l mKeltli' audevllle ; li and ! t n in
i slno-"T- he llevolt, 8 IS p ,,,
Uavt'tv -l- liirlesque. '.' 1. and S 15 p m

Tomorrow.
Artdrr" The Musical Tlioiifiht of slial...speare frank f Marshall, lefore Head-ers' l lull. Coiiihloi l Mtucllo S p. inTea danant. benefit of Uorkluc Hova'"lIonie

In bOHrd of inanai;cr- - 1'luv house, n
ireei. near Connecticut avenue northwest

4 to 7 p in
Annual inretlnc, American Negro Aca lc.nvMCA Twelfth sireet branch 1C 30

a ni and 7 30 p in
Annual meellnK American Association for

labor Legislation hhoreham. 10 a inllfteeiuh annual Christmas entertutiimentWashington Itnllun' and Klectrlc einpljjes
National Theater. J p. m

Meeting, Central High School Alumni .' so- -
lilt Ion. In s liool. : p m.

Annual meeting, nierlcnu Society of Inter-
national l.att I'an Xmerlcan I'nlon. S p inMeeting, North Capitol and fckltiKton Citi-
zens' Association. Matthew (; Kmrrt
School, 7.30 p in.

Convention, Anierkan Civic Association, Ni
Wlllard. 10 a. ni.

Convention. International Congress of Amer-
icanists. New National Museum, 10 a in

Mnsonle -- Acacia, No. 1?, lllrcm, No. 10. spe
ilal, Almaa Temple, Mvstlc hrlne elei
lion Electa, No ". tielhlrliem. No 7.
friendship. No 17 St. John's Lodge, No
is Eastern Slar

Odd felloivs -- Washington No 6 tJohlen
nub. No :t, inltv. No 21 "red !

Stuart. No 7. Encampment ele Hon
Knights of fvthlas -- Webster No 7

elslor No 14, Capital No '1 Mr!le
No "5 election

Rninl rcanum Oriental Council
Pmighlers of Ubertv Hope Couui II No l

Christmas tree celebration
New York Avenue Prchj tenan Church

I'erplevlng Situation ' presented In C
Society of the churih, S m.

One Year Ago Today in the War
President Wilson's first note protesting British interference with

American shipping was sent.
Russ:a claimed to have routed two Austrian armies in the Car-

pathians. t

Germany informed the United States that certain American consuls
in Belgium were distasteful to Germany and must be

DECREASE IN PRICES

DURING PAST YEAR

Majority o( Increases Were in

Farm Products and Food

Groups.

Dcsplle the closing of man foreign
maikels to American consumers and
tho Inotcascd demand cicated for many
products of this country resultant tioin
Hie Kuropean war, wholesale prices In
the 1'nlted States, as measured by the,
oggregute value in exchange ot .If) rep-
resentative commodities, were nearly I
pet cent lower In 1914 than In 19III. This
fact Is set forth In n report published
today bv the Bureau of Labor Htalis-tlc- s

of tho Department of l,abor
In foui gtoups comprised ol cloths

and clothing, fuel nnd lighting, metiils
mid metal products, nnd lumber ami
building materials, moro than ball or
thn commodities decreased In price,
from 1913 to 1914. A majority of s

which Increased In price be-
tween 1913 and 1914 belong to the lartnproducts and food groups.

Ot the 340 series or prices obtained bv
tho bin can for the two years. IB series
showed an Increase between thes
J ears. 154 showed a decrease, while no
change occurred In the case of 64 eerics.

Violent Fluctuations.
The rejiort shows that violent lluctu-atlo-

took place during 1914 In tho
prices of many commodities, partlru-larl- v

food stuffs. Comparing the low-
est with tho highest average monthlv
price within the year for those articlesshowing a net increase. It Is seen tintgranulated hugar varied S,: per cent.
le. 79 per cent; opium, (VI per cent,
alum. ,i7 per cent, glycerin. 37 per cent,
wheat In Minneapolis. 3S po- - cent con-tia- ct

corn in Chicago. 32 per cent, nndoat, 31 per cent. Of tho ai tides toi
which a net decline in price foi the
year Is reported, cotton in .New Or-
leans allows a variation of W) per cent
between tho highest nnd the lowest
average monthly price: crude petro-
leum. 42 per cent, cottor-scc- d oil, 31
per cent. Unseed oil, 25 per cent, and
ingot copper. 21 per cent.

Mi LEAGUE URGE

T SOLDIERY

Compulsory Training for All

Young Men Suggested in

Resolutions.

Legislation by Congress providing for
compulsory enrollment for milltarv
training of all young men of the ag
of eighteen each year is urged In i sol-
utions adopted by the Army League of
the United States, of which Robot t
Shaw Oliver, of Washington, is presi-
dent.

The enrollment of young men of
eighteen will give the army a list of
936,000 men to draw from, based on cen-
sus leturns of 1910. Out of this numbei,
167.000 each jcar will bo urged to volun-
teer for military training. If thl3 full
number does not volunteer, the legis-
lation urged by the Army League would
empower the Secretary of War to fill
the required quota by conscription
Members of the organised militia would
be exempt.

In a statement accompanying tho res-
olutions. General Oliver said.

"A careful study of expert opinion
would appear to require, for the de-
fense pf our overseas possessions, a.
regular army of at lea&l 80,000 men.
Such a force, when divided between the
Panama Canal zone. Alaska, the Phil-
ippines. Hawaiian Islands, Porto Rico
and other navy bases, could liardlj be
considered excessive- - even by the ex-
treme "little army men.'

"The regular army at home would bo
skeletonized to train the citizen sol-
diery, and, for that purpose, dlstrlDutcrt
in a number of division districts. Hvcry
branch of the mobile army constituting
a division would be included in each
of these units. About 700 legulars would
be included in each district. A com-
plete division would bo built up in
tliroe vears ny enlisting each ear
about 7,01 young men H years old In
each district Twenty-fiv- e districts would
then suppi a lorce or fKl.Ooa

"Theic wouli' always be JJOO.OOO of the
reserve This would mean the training
of 167,000 men each year, with the coloi s
and In the schools. These men should
receive army pay Tor that number the
first year, two weeks the tecond a nit
third .ears. or thirteen months In all

"It is hoped that a sufficient number
would volunteer for active soivlce but
failing that, the quota required would
In tilled fiom the enrolled list In each
district.

' The legislation required Is entirely
within the constitutional power of Con-
gress,

"The census of llO showed there wets
!W,OO0 men of IS in the I nited Mates
so lhat It seems icn.soiiHblo to believe
that only compaiativel.v few would have
to he,. drawn for compulsory military
serv ice "

Church Will Cremate
Evidences of Its Debt

At a "ctematlon service" net huniUv
papers lepte.ventlng liquidated debts will
bo liiiiiiod in ,i ca.-.k- ot as h feature of
the Jubilee s,oivico.s at Wcsloyan Ponto-co.st- al

Chut (h Iurgo amounts weie
fion last night low aid the liquids
tion of Iho debt A table was placed
in front of the pulpit .mil lifter membeis
Inn! placed ttioir offerings upon It the
total wns SCM 3

The Itov II H lloslev. paMoi spol e
of the piogics.s made chilli;; the tlili-tee- n

ears of his pastorate

Madame Mountford
At Terminal Y. M. C. A.

Mndsnie .dla on inkletein MotiM
ford, of Palestine delivered an nddre
bofoic tho Toi initial V M C A vestn
flny afternoon Miiilmno Mounlfonl
who is h roeognUed nutlioritv on R'h
llcnl lilstor. spoke on ' The fiiet
Chi istm.ts." and ehibilfil a lollectv- -.

of I obes and rowns of the tvpc- - used I'I
tho Holv tjmd nineteen couturier ago

The iuldrcs.1 whs a pint of a spo 111
ChriMma.--j piogram. tinting which iiiums;
wan rendered bv the Terminal Y M '
A Ol chesti a

Heart Disease Caused
Miss Wiggin's Death

coi tlllcate of death duo to heait
tllMMhe was isMiod this morning I

Coionor N'evitt who was colled ron-coml-

the sudden de.itli of Mies l.lll'.tn
Is-'- ln llftv-llv- o vearh old of Ka t

ornnue x ,1 t the Hotel Buckingham
f'nimirr .Vevitt learned that Miss Ic
gin came hero to attend the recent nf
frric convention and that ehe had been
stricken late yesterday afteruooja.

1,
r


